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Abstract: As a significant tool in academic English teaching academic English word lists have drawn considerable
attention from applied linguistic researchers in China and abroad. Based on a review of relevant literature and typical
cases this paper categorizes word list compilation into three types in relation to the methods “corpus driven”
“material driven” and “word net driven”. The paper examines the theoretical bases of these three categories
analyses the typical application cases of word lists and further explores the impact of the three methods on academic
English textbook design and classroom teaching.
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